
th e re  is no such  th ing as sustainability w ith in th e  
curre nt syste m , but I can't te ll you th at. Ge orge  
Bush 's plans for sustainable  de ve lopm e nt? Tax cuts 
for th e  rich . D rilling for oil in th e  Alask a w ildlife  
re fuge  and w ar w ith out e nd.

H e re 's a final pe arl of w isdom  from  th e  gove rnm e nt; 
"It is a sim ple  fact th at, as w e  be com e  m ore  e fficie nt 
at producing th ings w e  w ill ge t w e alth ie r. And as w e  
ge t w e alth ie r w e  are  able  to produce  and consum e  
m ore  goods and se rvice s. In th e  longe r te rm  
th e re fore  it is only by finding ne w , le ss w aste ful w ays 
of m e e ting our ne e ds th at w e  can m ove  to a 

sustainable  path ." H ow e ve r be ing 'le ss' w aste ful is 
not th e  sam e  as be ing 'sustainable '. 'Le ss' m e ans not 
as m uch  as be fore . 'Sustainable ' is a cycle  th at can be  
k e pt going fore ve r w h ile  de ve lopm e nt' (in th is 
conte xt) m e ans e conom ic grow th , grow th  th at can be  
k e pt going fore ve r? In th e  w ords of Profe ssor 
R ich ard H e inbe rg, an e xpe rt on re source  use  and 
h um an e cology, "Be yond a ce rtain point nature  doe s 
not ne gotiate . If all e lse  fails, th e re  is alw ays fam ine  
and dise ase  to tak e  care  of it."

R e je ct th e ir de ce it.  Th e ir Babylon m ust fall.

W h at Big Broth e r W on't Te ll You
Burie d in th e  re ce nt rush  of im portant ne w s of w h o 
w as a ce le brity and ne e de d ge tting out of h e re , you 
m ay h ave  m isse d a se rie s of re ports th at sh ow  th at 
our e arth  is be ing de stroye d at an e ve r frigh te ning 
rate : "W orst se a bird bre e ding se ason" (BBC), or 
"Th e  pollute d plane t: Alarm  as global study finds 
one -th ird of am ph ibians face  e xtinction" 
(Inde pe nde nt), or "H undre ds of bird spe cie s going 
th e  w ay of th e  dodo" (Guardian).  

If you th ink  w orrying about th e  natural w orld is for 
h ippy-tre e - h ugge rs, th e n conside r th at for e ve ry one  
barre l of oil discove re d, w e  are  consum ing th re e  -  
th is w h ile  th e  UK's use  of oil and gas is be ing 
proje cte d to rise  e ach  ye ar until at le ast 2030. Th ank s 
to global w arm ing, broad are as of Antarctica now  are  
now  form ing turf w h e re  th e re  w e re  once  ice - sh e e ts 
and glacie rs. Scary stuff.

By w h ate ve r m e asure  you ch oose  to tak e , th e  w orld 
of globalisation and capitalism  is just not sustainable . 
To blind us to th is re ality, th e  politicians h ave  
inve nte d th e  conce pt of sustainable  de ve lopm e nt'  in 
th e ir w ords, "A h igh e r q uality of life  for all pe ople  is 
th e  goal of sustainable  de ve lopm e nt." (G7 19 9 5 
Me e ting). Th e  proble m  w ith  th is lofty state m e nt is 
th at, for all pe ople  on th e  plane t to ach ie ve  th e  living 
standards of th e  US, it w ould re q uire  th re e  plane ts 
w orth  of re source s -  h ow  is th is possible  w ith  th e  rat-
race  in full flow ?

Blair to th e  Re s cue !
Th ank fully Tony Blair and h is band of m e rry m e n 
are  on h and to save  th e  day; "To be com e  m ore  
re source  e fficie nt w e  ne e d to acce le rate  th e  de -
coupling of re source  use  and grow th  in GD P." In 
plain English , Tony and h is cronie s are  saying th at 
w e  ne e d to ge t rich  w ith out using stuff (oil, tim be r, 
gas, m e tals e tc.) H ow  is th is e conom ic m agic going 
to w ork ? Nobody se e m s to be  sure . Tony re ce ntly 
re m ark e d, "If w e  w e re  to put forw ard as a solution to 
clim ate  ch ange  som e th ing w h ich  w ould involve  
drastic cuts in e conom ic grow th  or standards of 
living, it w ould not m atte r h ow  justifie d it w as, it 
sim ply w ould not be  agre e d to." Translation -  I k now  
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Alte rnative s  to th e  G8:  Life  in Balance
Not e ve ry life  on th is plane t ne e ds to be  re duce d to 
dollar bills. If w e  re je ct th e  notion th at profit is God, 
w e  can build a w orld th at w ork s w ith  nature  rath e r 
th an sm ash e s it into subm ission. First w e  ne e d to 
re je ct th e  notion of capitalism . W e  are  traine d to se e  
m one y as trade  as w e alth  -  an inse parable  trinity. 
Th is is a lie . To say th e re  can be  no w e alth  or trade  
w ith out m one y is to say th e re  can be  no tim e  w ith out 
h ours. W ith  th is in m ind, h e re  are  som e  inspirational 
e xam ple s of life  ge tting back  into balance :

Co-ope rative  Action
Acting toge th e r is th e  opposite  of capitalism . W e  can 
se e  th is ide a in action in m any place s. Born h e re  in 
th e  UK in 1844, th e  co-ope rative  m ove m e nt h as 
grow n to m e an som e  750 m illion pe ople  w ork  for 
organizations th at are  ow ne d and controlle d by 
th e m , and not by inte rnational capital m ark e ts, 
sh are h olde rs or a w e alth y fam ily dynasty. Bristol h as 
som e  9 0 co-ope rative s doing e ve ryth ing from  food 
production to IT support. Som e  coops are  run le ss as 
a com pany and m ore  along th e  line s of a club, for 
e xam ple  th e  Stroud base d Catalyst Food Coop w ork s 
to provide  its m e m be rs w ith  fairtrade  and organic 
produce . Se e  h ttp://w w w .avoncda.coop/ for m ore  
info on th e se .  

Th e  Navdanya Organis ation
D r. Vandana Sh iva, an Indian Ph ysicist, h as be e n 
ch am pioning th e  ide a of 'fre e dom  zone s': "It le ad h e r 
to h e lp found th e  organization Navdanya, 
[translation 'nine  se e ds' m e aning 'e cological balance '] 
w h ich  form s se e d bank s and trains Indian farm e rs to 
produce  traditional crops w ith out ch e m ical pe sticide s 
or fe rtiliz e rs. To date , sh e  says, about 100,000 
farm e rs h ave  re turne d to traditional, organic farm ing 
m e th ods in village s now  dubbe d 'fre e dom  zone s '. 
Navdanya h as ope ne d an organic m ark e t in Ne w  
D e lh i to se ll th e  produce ." (Th is q uote  is from  an 
article  at h ttp://w w w .m indfully.org, plus you can find 
lots of good inform ation at h ttp://w w w .vsh iva.ne t/ 
and h ttp://w w w .navdanya.org. 
Bristol h as a pe rm aculture  group, se e  
h ttp://w w w .bristolfoe .org.uk /bpg/)

Bue na Vis ta Fos s il Fue l Club
Cuba is fam ous for laid- back  funk y m usic, rum  and 
socialism . It m ay soon be  fam ous for sh ow ing th e  
w ay on sustainable  farm ing m e th ods. W h e n th e  
USSR  m utate d into R u$$ia and re place d one  se t of 
auth oritarian rule  for anoth e r, it stoppe d th e  ch e ap 
supply of oil to both  Cuba and North  Kore a. W h ile  
pe ople  in North  Kore a starve , Cuba look e d tow ards 
autonom ous se lf-m anage m e nt rath e r th an m ilitarism  
and th e  re sults h ave  be e n pre tty spe ctacular. O utside  
of capitalism , Cuba is succe ssfully m ak ing th e  
transition to a m ore  sustainable  socie ty: "Th e  W orld 
Bank  h as re porte d th at Cuba is le ading ne arly e ve ry 
oth e r de ve loping nation in h um an de ve lopm e nt 
pe rform ance . Be cause  Cuba's agricultural m ode l 
goe s against th e  grain of orth odox e conom ic 
th ough t, th e  W orld Bank  h as calle d Cuba th e  'anti-
m ode l'... Th is de spite  th at fact th at th e  Cuban m ode l 
flie s in th e  face  of th e  ne olibe ral re form s pre scribe d 
by both  th e  W orld Bank  and th e  IMF." (Th is is from  
th e  article  'D raw ing Le ssons from  Expe rie nce  Part 2' 
by D ale  Alle n Pfe iffe r w h ich  can be  found at 
h ttp://w w w .copvcia.com /fre e /w w 3/. In addition 
Bristol h as a Pe ak  O il e m ail group, se e  
h ttp://groups.yah oo.com /group/bristolpe ak oile rs)
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