
lobbying to re m ove  stringe nt e m issions targe ts from  
Europe 's clim ate  policy. 

H ous ton, w e  h ave  a proble m .
Pe rh aps th e  gre ate st trium ph  of th e  G8 gove rnm e nts 
(w ith  th e  e xce ption of th e  US) h as be e n to sh ift th e  
focus of conce rn ove r global w arm ing onto th e  
Kyoto agre e m e nt: w h ich  re q uire s puny cuts of 5% in 
e m issions (e xcluding aircraft e m issions), som e w h at at 
odds w ith  th e  im m e diate  60-80% cut in CO 2 output 
scie ntists are  de m anding to ave rt disaste r.

Ye t big busine ss, far from  w orrying about th e  
collapse  of capitalism , are  incre asingly re alising th at 
it offe rs m ajor pote ntial for incre asing profits. W h ile  
buz z w ords lik e  low  carbon e conom y e nte r th e  
gre e nw ash e d corporate  e nvironm e ntal state m e nts, 
carbon trading is e m brace d as a ne w  and profitable  
branch  of th e  future s and com m oditie s m ark e ts. 
Sm ok e stack  corporations can sim ply re locate  to 
countrie s lik e  Vie tnam  or South  Africa, soak ing up 
th ose  fre e  carbon cre dits w h ile  e xporting th e ir 

pollution to th e  w orld's poor. Th e  nucle ar industry 
h as also re ce ive d an une xpe cte d bre ath  of life  from  its 
de ath be d, arguing th at th e  only w ay to cut e m issions 
w h ile  continuing w ith  busine ss as usual is for a 
m assive  e xpansion of nucle ar e ne rgy. Note  th e  
assum ption th e re .

W h ile  it se e m s to be  in th e  ne w s a lot, Clim ate  
ch ange  is pe rh aps th e  issue  th at h as re ce ive d le ast 
atte ntion com pare d to th e  scale  of de struction th at 
life  on e arth  is facing -  ye t h ardly a day goe s by 
w ith out anoth e r scie ntific re port be ing issue d 
w arning of th e  m assive  scale  of th e  proble m , 
supporte d by alm ost e ve ry inde pe nde nt clim atologist 
in th e  w orld. 

Tick ing tim e -bom b
O ve r 2,000 scie ntists are  dire ctly w ork ing for th e  
Unite d Nations to study clim ate  ch ange  and its 
im pacts. Th is is one  of th e  large st m obilisations of 
scie ntific re se arch  e ve r unde rtak e n. All th e  scie ntists 
agre e  th at w e  h ave  a h uge  proble m , suspe cte d e ve r 
since  19 th  ce ntury re se arch e rs ide ntifie d th e  ability 
of Carbon D ioxide  to store  large  am ounts of h e at. In 
19 9 7 3,000 scie ntists signe d a State m e nt on Clim atic 
D isruption. Th at ye ar 1,500 scie ntists including 110 
Nobe l Priz e  w inne rs signe d a le tte r to US Pre side nt 
Clinton calling for im m e diate  action. In 19 9 9  th e  
35,000 scie ntists in th e  US Ge oph ysical Union 
adopte d a position calling for action. In May 2001, 
th e  national scie ntific acade m ie s of 17 nations 
including th e  UK R oyal Socie ty signe d a state m e nt 
calling for action. Ex-transport m iniste r Ste ph e n 
Bye rs re ce ntly calle d it an e cological tim e  bom b, 
w ith  th e  w orld le ss th an te n ye ars from  runaw ay 
global w arm ing and rising se a le ve ls. In 2004, th e  
UK Gove rnm e nt's ch ie f scie ntific advisor Sir D avid 
King said clim ate  ch ange  is th e  m ost se rious proble m  
facing th e  w orld, m ore  se rious th an inte rnational 
te rrorism . 

De s tructive  addictions
All th is w h ile  th e  gove rnm e nt goe s to w ar on th e  
basis of be ing 45 m inute s from  non- e xiste nt w e apons 
of m ass de struction, in orde r to continue  satisfying 
our fossil fue l addicte d lurch  tow ards slow  e xtinction. 
As ye t se rious action on th is issue  h as not 
m ate rializ e d, and th e re  is not going to be  m uch  point 
cam paigning afte r th e  w ave s start w ash ing ove r our 
sh ore s and th e  oil re se rve s are  too e xpe nsive  to drill. 
W h ile  e nvironm e ntalists se e  clim ate  ch ange  as a 
th re at to our w e ath e r, th e  US gove rnm e nt se e s it as a 
th re at to Am e rican fre e dom s. W h ile  Blair h as be e n 
de ligh ting NGO s w ith  prom ise s of a low -carbon 
e conom y, h e  h as be e n busy ple asuring Bush  by 
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State  of de nial
So w h at can be  done  at th e  grassroots? W e  h ave  to 
be  h one st about th e  m e ss w e  are  in re garding clim ate  
cam paigning. Th e  gre e n m ove m e nt h as 
com pre h e nsive ly faile d to drive  th is as an issue . By 
focusing on e ne rgy alte rnative s, such  as carpe ting th e  
country w ith  w indm ills, it h as provide d th e  nucle ar 
industry w ith  th e  age nda it ne e ds to cast itse lf as th e  
gre at w h ite  h ope  (try ask ing pro-nucle ar cam paigne rs 
h ow  m uch  fossil fue l th e  nucle ar industry consum e s 

annually). Ye s, w ind and solar are  going to be  
im portant for a low - e ne rgy future , but th e  age nda of 
m assive  ove r-consum ption of e ne rgy, de spoiling of 
th e  se as, fore sts and air, ine q uality and m ilitary-
industrial oppre ssion of m uch  of h um anity ne e ds to 
be  confronte d.

So it is a de spe rate  situation, alm ost as if a m agic 
bulle t w e re  re q uire d to pe ne trate  our state  of de nial. 
W e  cannot le ave  it just to th e  scie ntists to dism antle  
th e  carbon m ach ine . Fortunate ly th e  ide as are  
alre ady be ing translate d into action: R ising Tide , an 
inte rnational ne tw ork  of dire ct activists, are  active  in 
re lation to th e  G8 sum m it and h e ld a tour of th e  UK 
in 2001, re sulting in m any innovative  ide as. Pe rh aps 
by ide ntifying th e  m ost oppre ssive  and unw e lcom e  
form s of ove r-consum ption in your ow n 
ne igh bourh ood, be  it th e  SUVs driving past your 
h ouse  or th e  floodlit billboard round th e  corne r, an 
e ffe ctive  targe t can be  found for th at m agic bulle t.

Re s ource s
g8clim ate action@lists.rise up.ne t
D isse nt! organising list for action re late d to th e  G8 
and clim ate  ch ange .

w w w .risingtide .org.uk
UK grassroots ne tw ork  of dire ct action clim ate  
ch ange  cam paigne rs. 
W e bsite  contains brie fings on clim ate  ch ange , tips 
for giving talk s, counte ring pse udo- scie ntific global 
w arm ing m yth s, e tc.

w w w .cam paigncc.org
Cam paign Against Clim ate  Ch ange , arrange s w e e k ly 
vigil at th e  US e m bassy and oth e r prote sts; give s 
talk s on clim ate  ch ange .

H igh  Tide : Ne w s from  a W arm ing W orld
Tale s from  a global journe y on th e  ch illing and far-
re ach ing de vastation alre ady be ing w rough t by 
clim ate  ch ange  by a form e r m e m be r of Corporate  
W atch  UK. Se e  w w w .m ark lynas.org

w w w .carbonw e b.org
Platform  -  unde rstanding th e  psych ology of oil 
corporations and h ow  th e y ope rate .

w w w .NoNe w O il.org
An online  34 Page  book le t on th e  oil industry, oil 
and clim ate  ch ange  and ide as for actions th at can be  
tak e n to ch ange  th ings! 
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